
Akron’s Winter Safe 
Sleeping Space Proposal

Emergency Winter Camp: 
December through April of this year in Akron.



Unsheltered homelessness is higher than observed at any time during the last decade. The number 
of individuals who were unsheltered, living in encampments, abandoned buildings or their cars, 
increased by nearly 300% from the 2022 to 2024 PIT Count

https://summitcoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/2023-2024-SCCoC-Homeless-Report.pdf



“We had close to $45 million in funding from the Cares Act for rental 
assistance for two years, and then we also received COVID dollars to do 
some additional things like extra rapid rehousing, some labor mitigation, 
and other innovative and creative things that we weren’t able to do in the 
past,” she said. 
But the funding abruptly ended in early 2022, dropping to $7 million a year, 
while the cost of food, services and housing rapidly increased.

- CoC Executive Director Mar-quetta Boddie.

https://signalakron.org/akron-homeless-numbers/



MEET 
AARON



Aaron is severely mentally ill.

Last winter, Aaron had 3 
toes amputated due to 
frostbite.  He wonders most 
nights unsheltered, and 
alone. Oftentimes I find him 
without shoes and socks in 
the middle of winter. 

This is a picture of Aaron sleeping 
unsheltered on a below freezing day.



He needs support.

Multiple organizations have given him 
multiple tents. Even after being put up 
for him, they ultimately end collapsed 
and destroyed. This is how I found him 
living in a tent I had set up for him 3 
days earlier.



What we are asking for: 
WE JUST WANT A SPACE FOR THE WINTER.

● The space will be away from houses and businesses.
● There will be trash service and porta potties.
● It will be kept clean.
● No illegal drug use will be permitted.
● No money or resources are required of the city.



Possible Locations

Parcel 6860497 - METRO Regional Transit 
Authority

Parcel 6701183 - 890 Evans Ave, City of 
Akron Parcel 6763312 - 840 Peck Rd, City of 

Akron



Meet Harley

Her birth name is Stephanie. But she 
prefers Harley.

She has been diagnosed with  
Schizoaffective disorder -  a mental 
health condition that is marked by a mix 
of schizophrenia symptoms, such as 
hallucinations and delusions.

She has been through a wide variety of 
jail times and forced medication 
programs. Nothing has worked. She 
always ends up untreated on the street.



Many people are afraid and hateful towards Harley

I’ve found her sleeping outside 
on a below freezing night with 
no coat or blankets because she 
had been thrown out of the 
abandoned house she was 
staying in. 

She is always at risk on the 
street because many people 
don’t like her.

She desperately needs shelter 
and protection.



The Huge Opportunity Of A Dedicated Safe Sleeping 
Space

Whether you are a police officer, mental health worker, homeless service provider, 
parole officer or healthcare provider, they all say the same thing:

HAVING THESE PEOPLE IN ONE LOCATION MAKES THEIR JOBS EASIER.

They know where to go to find the people they are working with.

Our Safe Sleeping Space will be open to all city officials and workers. In fact, we 
WANT social workers to be involved. That’s the quickest way to get these people 
the help and services they need.

Living isolated and alone in the woods and abandoned houses is the worst 
possible scenario for everyone. 



The Akron Houseless 
Community Trusts Me

I can create a space that is safe for 
them and safe for Akron. 

PLEASE LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW 
WE CAN MAKE THIS A REALITY

Sage Lewis
sage@houselessmovement.org
330-416-7519

mailto:sage@houselessmovement.org

